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Don’t forget to register for 2012!
As the 2011 growing season winds 
down, it is time to start thinking of 
next year: What were your successes? 
What would you never grow again? 
What new gardening techniques do 
you want to try in 2012?

Registration is a key part of plan-
ning for the next growing season! 
Did you love your plot and want 
to keep it? Or do you want to try a 
raised bed at Winter Island instead 
of an in-ground bed at Mack Park? 
In any event, you need to reserve 
your space!

You should have received your reg-
istration form for the 2012 season in 
the mail recently. Please remember to 
return your forms by November 25th 
to ensure reserving the plot of your 
choice. Plots are assigned on first-
come first-served basis after Decem-
ber 12, so please don’t delay!
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Registration Schedule
	 Forms Due	 November 25th
	 Final Notice	 December 12th
	 Assigned to Wait List	  after January 2nd

Get Involved and Help Us Grow
Do you have ideas to make the gar-
den run more smoothly next year? 
Did you encounter something you’d 
really like to change? Something 
you really loved? You can do some-
thing about it! 

We are always looking for ways to 
improve the gardens and the organi-
zation in general. Perhaps you want 
to be a garden captain, help organize 
an event, or write an article for the 

website. It all helps! Contact us at  
info@growsalem.org if you are  
interested in becoming more in-
volved in SCG. There are countless 
ways to help!

The food donation program for 
the 2012 season is in serious need of a 
coordinator. Since St. Joseph’s Pantry 
has closed, we need to consider our 
options for the future. Why not put 
your stamp on it?
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SCG 2011 Season Highlights
Winter Island Featured in Willows Garden Stroll
Winter Island Community Garden 
was selected as one of the stops on The 
Salem Garden Club’s annual mid-
summer tour, “The Willows Garden 
Stroll,” on the weekend of July 9 – 10.

Winter Island Garden captains 
Trish Hale and Brian Bieler, along 

with some devoted volunteers, 
whacked the weeds and trimmed 
the raised beds to make the Winter 
Island plots worthy of the honor. 
We cannot thank them enough for 
all they did to make Winter Island a 
showcase of the garden tour!

The event, a benefit for the Salem 
Garden Club, was also an excellent 
opportunity for Salem Community 
Gardens to educate the public about 
the power of community gardening 
and generated interest in Winter Is-
land gardens.

Pumpkin Growing Contest Results!
In order to encourage some friendly 
competition between the SCG gar-
den sites, we held a pumpkin grow-
ing contest this year. Each garden site 
reserved a corner of space to grow a 
pumpkin from seed. 

Congratulations to Palmer Cove 
for growing the largest pumpkin! 
It weighed in at the 67 pounds and 
was presented to our friends at Salem 
Community Child Care.

Winter Gardening 
Gardeners are welcome to grow 
plants in their plots as late in 
the season as they are able, using 
season extenders like cold frames 
or hoop houses. Plant your gar-
lic now for next year! We plan to 
keep the gates locked all winter.

For winters like ours, where 
the ground freezes, you can try a 
dormant planting of seeds. After a 
killing frost, put down cold weath-
er crop or flower seeds anytime 
before the ground freezes. Fall 
planted seed is up and in bloom 
about two weeks earlier than the 
same seed planted in spring.
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This season SCG managed to host 
two events to raise much-needed 
funds for garden site maintenance 
and repair. Board member Cresene 
Sanglap (PC) spearheaded both fun-
draising efforts: a rummage sale in 

June and the Full Moon Harvest so-
cial in August. 

The rummage sale at Salem Com-
mon on June 11, raised over $250 
despite the inclement weather. Full 
Moon Harvest Fundraiser on August 
12, raised over $1,000! This event, 
hosted by Pamplemousse, included 

Good to Know...
Notices to: news@growsalem.org.

Find Us on Facebook
SCG is on Facebook! Visit 
our page for reminders and 
news updates. Share your latest  
garden photos or exchanging gar-
dening tips. 
http://www.facebook.com/growsalem 

Winter Activities
Just because garden season is over 
does not mean we are not think-
ing of SCG. Watch Facebook 
and the website for winter events! 
 http://growsalem.org 

Calling All Cooks
Palmer Cove gardeners Daryl 
Stoner and Catherine Von Rauch 
have a passion for cooking and 
growing vegetables.

For the past two years they have 
been collecting recipes from SCG 
gardeners to create a fundraising 
cookbook for SCG. Their goal is to 
have 150-200 recipes for the book 
and they are over half way there! 

Daryl and Catherine are donat-
ing their time and skills to make 
this wonderful project a reality.

Send your recipes to Daryl at 
Trogglesoup@yahoo.com. 

an inter-SCG tomato-tasting contest 
judged by local organic food experts, 
raffle prizes donated by local busi-
nesses and a silent auction. 

A colorful array of entries, includ-
ing green zebra, red roma, and yellow 
brandywine tomatoes were submit-
ted. It was no surprise, that Cresene 
Sanglap’s yellow brandywine—the 
epitome of texture, color and fla-
vor—was declared the overall winner. 

We want to extend our thanks to 
all the gardeners and friends who con-
tributed to the success of these events. 
Your generosity makes SCG possible!!!

Fundraising Success

Friends of Salem Community Gardens
If you are too busy to tend a gar-
den, you can still be a part of the 
fun! Salem Community Gardens 
announces its Friends of SCG 
program, which is open to all. 
There are no residency or green 
thumb requirements.

For only $10 a year, membership 
includes:
	 •	 Quarterly newletters
	 •	 �Invitations to social gatherings 

and classes
	 •	 Access to the gardens
	 •	 �Being a part of community 

gardening

To join, mail a $10 check to SCG, 
P.O. Box 82,Salem, MA 01970, or 
email registrar@growsalem.org. 



Special Thank Yous 

Contact Us
Salem Community Gardens
P.O. Box 82, 
Salem, MA 01970          
info@growsalem.org           
978.335.1825

In an all-volunteer, non-profit orga-
nization, it is impossible to individu-
ally thank everyone who goes above 
and beyond to help keep SCG run-
ning. Thank you All!!! 

The gardens would not run, how-
ever, without our intrepid captains! 
Special thanks goes out to Andrea 
Dodge and Alexa Ogno at Mack 
Park, and Lisa Charest, Marisa Cole, 
Brett Mentuck and Kristen Picone 
Barricelli at Pickman Park.

We would like to take the opportu-
nity to draw attention to a few folks 
who practically spent their summers 
on SCG work, and without whom 
the gardens would not be as wonder-
ful as they were this year. 

Brian Bieler and Trish 
Hale —Winter Island

After the fence collapsed in the win-
ter, Winter Island captains Brian and 
Trish reset all of the posts, retied the 
bamboo poles and reattached and 
pinned the chicken wire. All season 
long they trimmed the raised-bed 
edges, mowed as much as possible, 

and handled vacation watering. They 
monitored the gardens almost daily, 
keeping an eye on things and iden-
tifying what could be done to make 
the garden more secure and tidy.

And they did more than physi-
cal labor! They researched and pur-
chased supplies with an eye on 
getting the best price including lead-
free hoses, new weed whacker, and 
even donated a mower. 

Nick Daly and Dave 
Cheever—Palmer Cove
Garden elves Nick and Dave kept 
Palmer Cove Garden trimmed and 
clean all season long. Nick tire-
lessly kept the grass in check. And 
without garden guru and compost 
genius, David Cheever, our moun-
tain of compost would be as high as 
the batting cages! (Also note: Dave 
planted onions on the top of com-
post mounds—brilliant use of space!) 
These two gentlemen, who went 
above and beyond in their volunteer 
efforts, were essential to Palmer Cove 
garden this season.


